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The $100 Trillion Question

•Global Economy Hits $100 Trillion: The 
total size of the global economy has 
surpassed the $100 trillion milestone, 
reflecting unprecedented interconnectivity 
and scale.

•Three Fundamental Shifts: Technological 
disruption, geopolitical realignment, and 
climate imperatives are reshaping 
economic priorities and creating new 
openings.
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Our Journey Today

•Historical Context: 700 years of economic power transitions shaping the global 
economic hierarchy.

•Trade Evolution: From ancient luxury goods to today’s strategically driven supply 
chains.

•Current Reality: Analysis of today’s superpowers: strengths, vulnerabilities, and 
contradictions.

•Caribbean Opportunity: Window for agile, specialized economies to insert into the 
multipolar system.

•Action Plan: Five-point strategy for Caribbean financial transformation and leadership.



The Great Economic Rotation - A 700-Year 
Perspective

•1300: Asian Dominance: China and India held nearly half the world’s GDP due to 
population size and trade networks.

•1800: Pre-Industrial Balance: Europe’s rise began as technology and organization 
offset demographic disadvantages.

•1940: Western Peak: US and Europe dominated with 63% of global GDP, powered by 
industrial and wartime economies.

•1985: Cold War Climax: Western bloc held overwhelming economic share, but cracks 
began to show.

•2025: Multi-Polar Reality: Distributed global power with Asia, the US, and Europe as 
key centers – no sole hegemon?



1300 - The Asian-Dominated World

•China: 23% Population, 25% GDP: Dominated through scale and trade networks, 
maintaining substantial productivity for the era.

•India: 21% Population, 24% GDP: Major hub in global commerce with strong 
agricultural and textile sectors.

•Rest of Asia: Collective 15% GDP: Integrated regional systems drove economic 
concentration eastward.

•Europe & Africa: Regional Minorities: Europe at 15% GDP and Africa at 11% – 
peripheral to Asian economic gravity.

•Americas: Minimal Global Role: With only 3% of GDP, the Americas were marginal to 
the global economy in 1300.



1800 - The Pre-Industrial Peak

•China: 36% Population, 33% GDP: Still dominant, but early signs of technological lag 
behind Europe.

•Europe: 20% Population, 28% GDP: Industrial precursors and colonial expansion 
spurred rapid economic ascent.

•USA: 1% Population, 2% GDP: A nascent economy with very high per capita income, 
signaling future potential.

•India & Rest of Asia: Slow Transition: India’s GDP fell to 16%; Asia’s economic lead 
beginning to wane.

•Key Shift: Technology Over Demographics: Europe's lead came not from size, but 
from industrial innovation.



1940 - Western Industrial Dominance

•USA: 6% Population, 28% GDP: Industrial and wartime economies vaulted the US into 
global economic leadership.

•Europe: 15% Population, 35% GDP: Continental dominance driven by industrial 
strength and colonial assets.

•Japan: First Asian Industrial Power: $2,874 per capita – far ahead of regional peers, 
heralding the Meiji transformation.

•China and India Decline: China at 5% GDP and India at 4% – reflective of colonial 
impacts and stagnation.

•Western Peak: Combined, US and Europe controlled 63% of global output, ushering in 
modern superpower era.



1985 - Cold War Economic Peak

•Japan: $19,720 Per Capita, 8% GDP: Technological leadership and education policy 
created a non-Western economic miracle.

•USA: 5% Population, 22% GDP: Continued innovation, financial dominance, and 
defense spending sustained US influence.

•Europe: 10% Population, 35% GDP: Western Europe’s industrial strength cemented 
Cold War-era dominance.

•China & India Lag: Despite large populations, GDP shares remained under 3% – pre-
reform era limitations.

•Western Bloc Controls 65% GDP: With just 17% of the global population, the West 
dominated global output and policy.



2014 - The Asian Recovery

•Asia Regains 36% of Global GDP: Fueled by China and India’s reforms, the continent 
reclaims a central position in global economics.

•China: 16% GDP, $8,167 Per Capita: Rapid industrialization and urbanization define 
China’s emergence.

•India: Growing Share, $3,726 Per Capita: Service-led growth and demographic 
momentum lift India’s role.

•Japan: Mature Economy Model: High productivity and global investment despite 
smaller share.

•The Great Rebalancing: Western dominance begins to decline as Asia consolidates 
influence.



2025 - Today’s Multi-Polar Reality

•No Singular Dominant Power: Economic influence spread across US, China, EU, and 
Asia’s secondary economies.

•China & USA Lead in Scale: China at 17% and the US at 25% GDP share, balancing 
each other regionally and strategically.

•India’s Growing Role: Expanding influence with youth-driven workforce and innovation 
niches.

•Europe Holds Regulatory Power: Global leader in standards and trade architecture 
despite smaller demographic scale.

•Opportunities for Specialization: Distributed power structure creates openings for 
niche and agile economies.



The Trade Revolution - From Luxury to 
Everything

•Pre-1800: Luxury-Only Trade: Silk, spices, and precious metals 
were the only goods worth global trade risk.

•1800s–1900s: Infrastructure Growth: Steamships and 
telegraphs widened trade’s scope and velocity.

•1950s–1990s: Modern Logistics: Containerization and jets 
enabled routine trade of mass consumer goods.

•2000s–2020s: Everyday Global Trade: Internet-enabled 
integration of daily goods, services, and digital flows.



The Global Supply Chain Revolution

•Technology Enablers: Internet, GPS, satellite, and digital payments 
have revolutionized global coordination.

•Cost & Speed Impact: Containerization reduced shipping costs by 
up to 90%, enabling mass global trade.

•Economic Footprint: Global trade now equals 60% of world GDP—
up from 25% in 1990.

•Supply Chain Complexity: The average product crosses 6+ 
borders, involving multiple regulatory and logistics layers.



US Dollar Share of Global Transactions (1940–
2025)

•Peak Period (1985–2000): Dollar dominance across FX, reserves, and trade 
hit historic highs during globalization's apex.

•Post-2000 Gradual Decline: Modest erosion in dollar share as euro, yuan, and 
alternatives expand influence.

•2025 Projection: Expected to remain strong but at lower levels—FX: 87%, 
Reserves: 58%, Trade: 39%.

•Strategic Insight: Dollar hegemony is persistent but not permanent—
diversification is underway.



The New US Trade Stance - End of Frictionless 
Globalization

•Universal Tariffs: 2025–2029 US policy includes 10–20% tariffs on all imports; 
over 60% on Chinese goods.

•Strategic Decoupling: Reducing reliance on geopolitical rivals via trade policy 
and supply chain shifts.

•Economic Nationalism: Policies prioritize domestic production, jobs, and 
security over pure efficiency.

•Friendly Shoring: Preferential trade with allies, reinforcing economic and 
political alliances. Caribbean Opportunity: Positioned as a secure, proximate 
partner for US-aligned nearshoring strategies.



Our Current Economic Reality

•Small but Connected: Eastern Caribbean GDP ~$12B, population 
~700,000—scale is modest, networks are global.

•Tourism Dependency: 60–80% of GDP from tourism—a 
vulnerability, but also a specialization platform.

•Remittance Power: Over $2B in diaspora remittances annually—
a key external capital flow.

•Growing Financial Services: Still nascent, but with legal and 
regulatory foundations for scalable expansion.



Traditional Vulnerabilities as Innovation Drivers

•Import Dependency → Supply Chain Labs: Scarcity creates innovation 
pressure—ideal for testing distributed production models.

•Climate Risk → Climate Solutions: High exposure to storms, sea rise, and 
drought makes us a natural lab for adaptation tech.

•Limited Scale → Agility Advantage: Small systems pivot faster—ideal for policy 
and fintech experimentation.

•Brain Drain → Diaspora Networks: Global spread of talent can be converted 
into capital and knowledge inflows.



Nearshoring and Friendshoring - The 
Caribbean Advantage

•Reduced Costs and Risk: Shorter supply chains cut transport costs, lower 
geopolitical exposure, and boost reliability.

•Cultural and Time Zone Alignment: English-speaking, democratic Caribbean 
nations match US business rhythms and values.

•Strategic Geography: Location between North and South America offers ideal 
routing for hemispheric trade.

•Regulatory Compatibility: Shared legal frameworks and trade treaties enable 
easier integration.

•Financial Services Expertise: Established offshore capabilities.



Emerging Opportunities in the New Trade Era

•Digital Nomad Services: Provide banking, mobility, and tax optimization for 
1B+ global remote workers by 2030.

•Climate Finance Innovation: Testbed for green bonds, carbon credits, and 
climate risk finance tools.

•Supply Chain & Transition Banking: Offer credit, insurance, and hedging for 
friendshored and nearshored trade realignment.

•Strategic Partnership Finance: Support geopolitical shifts with co-investment, 
trade credit, and alliance banking tools.



The Climate Finance Opportunity - $100 
Trillion Market Gap

•$100T Needed by 2050: Massive global gap between climate finance needs 
and current investment levels.

•Current Flows: Just $83B/year: Annual investment is <3% of what’s needed—
leaves $3T+/year gap.

•Caribbean's Climate Credibility: Real exposure, real stakes—authenticates 
leadership and innovation authority.

•Agility Advantage: Flexible regulation allows rapid testing and deployment of 
financial solutions.

•Tourism-Environment Integration: Unique blend of economic, ecological, and 
cultural factors—ideal model for sustainability.



The Digital Nomad Economy - 1 Billion Remote 
Workers by 2030

•1B Remote Workers by 2030: A massive, high-income, mobile workforce 
seeking stable and scenic hubs. $50K+ Avg. Income: High purchasing power 
creates demand for premium financial and lifestyle services.

•Key Priorities: Culture + Connectivity: Remote workers prioritize vibrant 
environments and seamless digital infrastructure.

•Caribbean Competitive Edge: English-speaking, time-aligned, lifestyle-rich 
environment with banking foundation.

•Financial Products Needed: Multi-currency accounts, global transfers, tax 
optimization, mobile investments.



Specialized Market Positioning - Caribbean 
Banking Excellence

•Diaspora Banking: Optimize remittances, family wealth, and cross-border 
investment for 5M+ Caribbean diaspora.

•Climate Finance Leadership: Green bonds, resilience projects, carbon credits, 
and adaptation financing.

•Digital Nomad Services: Multi-currency accounts, global payments, remote tax 
planning, local integration.

•Regional Integration Banking: Streamlined CARICOM payments, trade 
finance, and regional development funding.

•Global Network Alignment: Position Caribbean as niche bloc connector.



Regulatory Agility as Competitive Advantage

•Faster Innovation Cycles: Months vs. years—Caribbean regulators can 
approve, test, and scale quickly.

•Sandbox Environments: Controlled zones for fintech, crypto, and payment 
experimentation.

•Cross-Border Coordination: Regional harmonization offers scale without 
sacrificing speed.

•Strategic Compliance: Turn regulation into a differentiator—not a delay.

•Agility with Vision: Use speed not just for reaction—but to shape global 
norms.



The Choice Before Us - Our Inflection Point

● Option A: Status Quo

● Option B: Transformation

● Reality: The choice is ours, but the 

window won't stay open forever



Thank You
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Questions & Discussion

Quote: The rise of economic 
superpowers doesn't diminish 
opportunities for the Caribbean – it 
creates them.



Data Sources and Methodology

25

Primary Sources: Maddison, Angus (2007), Maddison Project Database 
2023, BIS Triennial Central Bank Survey, World Bank, IMF World 
Economic Outlook Database 2025, UN World Population Prospects 2024

Methodology Notes: Pre-1820 estimates scholarly reconstructions, GDP 
figures adjusted for purchasing power parity, Regional boundaries modern 
definitions
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